Destination Planning

0

Do your homework, or yYybadoe wobtgegiomg owimmdused

This bloke and his family looked glum and well they might be: sitting.in their petrol-engined 4x4 at the

lone gum tree in the middle of the Simpson Desert, begging fuel from anyone who could spare them

a few |litres at a time. Theygyhwdythe required De
all the information in it and, as a result, they had completely underestimated the distances involved

and their fuel consumption.

Thereds simply no excuse for putting a family i:1
other travellers whooweeds. pl anned their own fuel

This trip should have begun with a thorough reading of the Desert Parks Pass package and an
assessment of their 4 x 4 6 sworldduallconsumption, fully loaded, running in soft sand. And the
Simpson is a relatively easy trip to plan for, because the maps are up to date and the fuel situation is
clearly spelt out. Try a casual approach to The Canning Stock Route and you will be in real strife, as
several visitors have discovered, by paying the ultimate price.

ltés pretty easy to work out how much fuel shoul
refuelling stops by the estimated, worst-case fuel consumption figure, then add a healthy reserve.

Easy Stages

Before settling on any trip i long or short i do your homework by reading as much as possible about
the areas you intend to visit. There are many sources of information, including tourism centres and
various'web sites.

The next step is to assess what your family and your vehicle are capable of doing. Everyone dreams

of ADoing 6The Capedodo, but Cape York can be ver)
relatively normal city-types go quite troppo after a few days of tropical heat, sandflies, creek
crossings and the endless fears about being dr ac
getting back home in a 4x4 thatoés rapidly fall.i:i

TheGunbarrel Hi ghway is another dream, but itds 1
uncertainty about fuel supplies along the way.
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Step One

I f youdre new to 4x4 tr i pwpeekemglerwke nexustageeaild beyatongers t
journey, with trip guidance from tourism centres and websites.

These treks will give you a good idea of the 4x4 travel scene and prime you for doing your own trip
research.

Another initial path is to join a 4x4 club or contact one of the many 4x4 tour operators. If you join a
club make sure you pick one that has a good trip program, not a club that concentrates on off-road
competition.

Tag-alongs take the logistical worry out of doing trip planning, provided you choose a reputable
operator.

Many 4x4 owners are content to spend their travel time with club outings or tag-alongs and never

need to plan-their own trips. Thereds nothing wi
Step Two
I f yowoéve decided to plan your own trip itods. esc

Destination guide books, tourism and National Parks fact sheets list phone numbers and web sites

you can consult before finalising matters, so make sure you read all these information sources. On
this site webdve given you adaltractioasandsouritimeany servioef A u ¢
can plan a complete trip for you, for a modest outlay.

However, i1tés not fair to expect a printed gui de
conditions, particularly in the case of areas that are subject to The Wet, so check by phone, fax or
email with road aut hidetheycamsgrounu owners; Matiomal Padk rangera,| s 6

local government or Tourist Information centres.
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I f youdre doing your own t hi n gestarhwith ayslod €elf-ganrted a v e |
planning skills are \

youdve done a few shorter journeys.

excursion, to see how your

Step Three

.8
A LOWER TYRE
PRESSURE

)

130 Kpa - (18 Psi)

Step Three involves some reflection on your 4x4 travelling to date and asking some searching
the crew. Il s t he

everyone on board like 4x4 trekking? Does everyone like going to the same places? Is it really FUN?

guestions about the wvehicle

If this process comes up with a heapofpos i t i ves
major Outback or Top End Trek.

Step Four

L o J0 g B Y 1 R
supply 1tods
before you
provisioning available.
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The major treks are well defined in guide books and in this web
presentation. However, you should update the road condition,
camping and permitinformat i on t hat és p rinputst e d
from the web or by phone.
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Maps and GPS

No matter what type
doing 1 tag along, club outing or self-
plannedi i t 6 s wi se t @aperar
maps of the area, be they location-specific
4x4 touring maps or topographics.

Ités al ways possible
from the rest of the group and without
maps youobre | ost.

We have a golden rul
on any road or track
have map coverage i and nor should you.
A G SE s, TN 0 LS et e i,
l ong that you cané6t pinpoint on a map.

Part of essenti al map coverage i.sa wider perspe
intended you have map cover age opredetdikelgtroablesppts n at i
from your research into the area, so t hdetourplanu d ¢
Whom to Ask

Ther eds n dordhecking dn curnerit @nditions at bush locations. In some places the main
roadsdepart ment know best, in others itds the tour
ot hers itds t he paghi\ses

We like to check with several sources before we plan a trip.

The relevant Aboriginal Community lloawpleryloftimefors s ue s
their delivery.

How Much Time

Estimating the length of a bush trip is a subjective exercise. Some people like to drive after dark and
camp late, while people like us are
camped by 4pm every day, no matter
what.

Ondesertand TopEnd tri ps| i tds
virtually impossible to break camp
before about 9am and everyone
needs a lunch break, so a typical
driving day is only six hours, in our
book. Subtract from that any time
spent actually walking around in the
country youore and avelling through
ités easy, on rouglh tracks or in sand
ridge country, to achieve no more

than 30 km each day. That said, you can run the whole Tanami Road in two days.
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