EAST KIMBERLEY

Western Australia

ltés tempting for east coasters emerging from t'l
region and onto the Gibb River Road, but you need more time near the WA border before going west.

The East Kimberley delights begin with a short, corrugated detour from the Tanami Road into Wolfe

Creek Meteorite Crater National Park. When your teeth stop chattering you can park near the Crater

and therebs an acceptable bush camp s eCrateprimafer we |
an awe-inspiring view of this significant impact hole, one of the largest in the world.

The next significant site in the East K is Old Halls Creek. Old Halls Creek is the site of the first gold
discovery in Western Australia in 1885 and much of the present day Great Northern Highway follows
the original Halls Creek to Wyndham road, which was used to transport miners and supplies from and
gold to that northern port.

Old Halls Creek features ruins of the old mud-built Post Office and foundations of long-gone

buildings, reminding visitors that this was once a lively town with a population of over 3000. A short
side trip takes you to the &é6China Wall 6é; a natul
Great Wall of China. In the early Dry Season you can enjoy a swim in the shady stream below the

wall.

O6Newd Halls Creek is a good refuelling spot, be
Bungle Bungles).

This World Heritage | isted ar eaminmsumjwo-day stdytoab |l y f
appreciate its glory.

The characteristic 6beehived formations began a:¢
erosion began when the sandstone area was pushed upwards, fracturing it into sections that have
become tdonkdhyll®and gorges. Millions of years of wind and water action have carved the
Bungle Bungle Ranges into P PR § '
shapes as varied as the huge N
Oamphitheatreo
Gorge, the narrow defile at
Echidna Chasm and the broad,
stony expanse of Piccaninny
Creek.
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The drive in from the Highway
is demanding in places and
requires high ground clearance.
Doing two walks each day and
one helicopter scenic flight is
the best arrangement and if
youdre staying
do an overnight hike up i
Piccaninny Gorge. = .
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North of Purnululu is the town of Kununurra, which is the ideal spot for stocking up, vehicle and tyre
repairs, and a side trip by road or aircraft down to Lake Argyle, the heart of the Ord River Scheme of
the 1960s.

By far the most interesting way to approach Wyndham is via the Parry Creek Road that crosses a

long, concrete causeway on the northern side of Kununurra and snakes across the grasslands of

Parry Lagoons Nature Reserve; a world recognised birdlife sanctuary. A late afternoon or early

morning houror t wo spent in the &éhideb6 at Marl gu Bill a

Camping is blissful at Parry Creek Farm, but
Voyageso0 EI Questro. The popul ari ty canipgreuhdiiss m
al ways packed during the dry season months. I
three nights, because thereds much to see at
more 4x4 tracks to explore and all of them lead to magnificent views and waterholes. Several walking
tracks aredoaslés.o 6 must
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Emma Gorge is famous for its huge rockhole, but the trek in is dry and stony, with several rock-
hopping sections. Many peopl e 6c hi c waentenoparate! of ¢

Chamberlain Gorge is more civilised and the best way to appreciate it is on a boat tour. A dip in the
warm thermal water at Zebedee Springs is a compulsory morning event.

El Questro Gorge track is an easy walk through a Livistona Palm forest between red rocky walls.
Most of it is sheltered and relatively cool, even in the middle of the day.

The walks into Amalia Gorge, Moonshine Gorge and Champagne Springs are 2-4-hour treks that are
best attempted early in the season, rather than in the heat of the mid-Dry.
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The escarpment and river drives around ELQ are

range gearing and high ground clearance. Steep climbs and descents, stony river crossings and
sandy, dusty sections abound, but the views are worth it. Pigeon Hole, Explosion Gorge and
Saddleback Ridge are all delightfully different.

Tier Gorge Circuit runs by a stand of tightly packed boab trees and through a clump of stone
outcrops, known as Remarkable Rocks. The track crosses a shallow creek near Matteo Springs and
|l eads to a stockmandés grave, at the base of a
to a cast iron headstone, which was shipped to Wyndham and then donkey-packed to its resting
place in the East Kimberley.

The massif known as Matteo Rock has great significance for the local Aboriginal people and features
distinctive decorations. From Matteo Rock the track runs north through woodland once more,
crossing some steep-banked creeks before reaching the Gibb River Road.

Minimum time in the East Kimberley: three weeks
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