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NEW AND USED VEHICLE REVIEWS 

These brief assessments of each make and model 4x4 are to be used as guides only; particularly 

when evaluating used vehicles. The models covered are true off roaders, with low-range gearing and 

high ground clearance. 

Weôve also included modifications youôll need to make if you intend to do much off-roading.  Not 

included in these sections are bars, bush tyres, deep-cycle backup battery power, fridges, racks and 

winches, which are covered in the vehicle modifications section.  

LARGE WAGONS 

Jeep Commander 

Seven seats, but you wouldnôt want to be in any of them. 

Underdamped ride, poor ground clearance and lousy visibility 

donôt help. Great óBenz mechanicals. 

Previous Models 

None, thank heaven. 

Bush Modifications 

Not really applicable, we feel. 

 

Land Rover Discovery 4 

 

Just released, with performance, economy and ergonomic 

improvements over the Disco 3.  

Still the outstanding 4x4 large wagon globally.  

Variable height air suspension, Terrain Response, the 

new three litre diesel and a huge interior are standouts.    

 

 

Previous Models 

The Disco 3 is great used buying. (Yes, we own one, 

but itôs not for sale!) 

Bush modifications 

Coil-sprung óSô model Disco 3s benefit from taller coils 

and longer shock absorbers. 
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Land Rover Defender 

 

Ancient bodywork mars this practical off-

road wagon that has all-coil suspension and 

traction control.  

New Ford Transit-derived diesel pulls well 

and the six-speed Ford box is smooth, but 

ergonomics are awful. 

Previous Models 

Just as ergonomically bad, but slower. 

 

 

Bush Modifications 

Some of the latest Defenders have traction control, but older models have open front and rear 

differentials. A pair of Maxi-drive diff locks is the traction solution. 

 

 

Mercedes-Benz GL 

 

The same dynamics as the ML, but in a bigger package, the GL will suit the well heeled who need 

heaps of interior space and every electronic gadget. 

 

Previous Models 

Probably the Grosser sedan. 

Bush Modifications 

You wouldnôt, would you? 
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Nissan Patrol 

The ruggedly-built Patrol is well past its use-by date, but still attracts buyers who want no-nonsense 

bush-capability.  

The three-litre diesel has had a chequered past and is a high-

revving beast. 

 

Previous Models 

If you can find a late-model, factory turbo-intercooled 4.2-litre 

Patrol itôs a better bush vehicle than a new three-litre. 

 

 

 

 

Bush Modifications 

Patrol coils sag easily, so a taller, stronger set is 

required, along with matching shock absorbers. 

Being a part-time 4x4 wagon the Patrol can benefit 

from a rear-axle self-locker, ideally matched by a 

driver controlled front locking diff. 

 

Range Rover Vogue 

 

The órealô Rangie sits on a unique chassis with a 

more voluminous body than the Disco-based 

Range Rover Sport. Purists insist on a Vogue. 

Engine choices are a V8 diesel and a super-

charged petrol V8. 

 

 

 

Previous Models 

Depreciation is cruel to RR prices, so used Vogues are a relatively cheap. Relatively.  

Bush Modifications 

R M Williams boots, Akubra hats, Driza-Bone coats. 


